that Milkugnxpm worlalndw—" A
stroy preperty.' onse of ‘ other property,'
th'a?ol * slave property ;' if it be * destroyed,’ it must be
by the actual spplieation of foree and not by the promul-
wabion of & docrop.  And the force is as vigorous without
the decree as wilh it.

“ Where the President has no countrol over the law of
relation, his sole suthority over that relation must re-
from sectual force applied under stress of military

neosasity, And this notusl force may be legitimstely sp-

ied wherever or whenever it is to enforce the

wa. It, then, the President, instead of assuming to declare
slaves free, had snoounced bis purpose, in conducting the
war within certain districts, (2 hold and treat sll slaves s
free, so far they should ecome under the Federal sway, be
would have avoided the ol which {:-uy lies againat
& mere ediot of emanc Those who love the Union
better than slavery may ba to see slavery over-
thrown wherever it stands o way of national autho-
rity, but they are not prepared to admit that the Preei-
dent can, :; the breath of bis mouth, make or unmake {he
law 07" om sand bondage. For to declare slaves free
does not lie within the provinea of tha Exeoculive depart-
ment of the National Government on any theory of the
Prerident’s duty, whetber as eommander-in-chief of the
army and navy or aa & civil ruler, nor ean he coosistently
exereise this [ gislative function any more in time of war
than of peace. But to make slaves free may not only
rightfully but must almost necesssrily be the ineident of
his Executive duties in eonducting large military opera-
tions on slaveholding territory.”

Such were our original, and, we may add, our
unchanged objections to the proclamation; bat if
that paper means no more than the exposition of
the President signifies, we have nothing to.say
against it—cxcept that never was an expedient so
ill-adjusted to the end for which it was conceived.
If by the proclamation the President intended no
more than to authorize our Generals to employ
slaves in the military service, an army order would
have done the business infinitely better, because
infinitely more directly, than a proclamation * or-
dering and declaring” certain persons to be free,
when it was forescen that such proclamation could
have no practical effect. The employment of slaves
for military purposes is one thing; the theoretical
emancipation of slaves in whole States where the
Federal power, as well civil as military, is, for the
time, inoperative and void, seems to u+ quite an-
other thing ; because in point of prineiple it in-
volves, 88 we conceive, an unconstitutional assump-
tion of power on the part of the Executive, and,
in point of practical effect, it is a mere inutility—
serving only to oreate dissensions amoog loyal
citizens, and to consolidate the power of the ece-
my. Those who argue in defence of the procla-
mation on the presumption that without it we
- could not avail ourselves of the services of slaves,
prove nothing but their own confusion of ideas.
Congress, by the act of July 17, 1862, authorized
the President ¢ to employ as many persons of Afri-
can descent as ke might deem necessary and pro-
per for the suppression of this rebellion ;”” and this
was months before any ¢ proclamation of freedom”
was issued. It is safe to say that by this ediot not
a single slave bas been frecd who would not have
been otherwise freed by the progress of our arms,
and that in consequence of this ediet not a single
negro reeruit has been added to our armies who
would not have been otherwise added. The in-
efficiency of the declaration, considered as a prac-
tical measure, may be read in what the President
saya in his late letter about the inefficacy of a ¢ pa-
per compromise.” On this point he says :

“Buppose reflugees from the South and peace men from
the North get together in Convention end frame and pro-
claim a compromise embracing n restoration of the Union,
in what way can that compromise be used to keep Lee's
army out of Pennsylvania 7 Meade's srmy can keep Loe's
army out of Pennsylvanis, and I think ean ultimately drive
it out of existeuce; but no paper compromise to which the
controllers of Lee's army are not agreed can at all affect
that army. In an effort at snch comprowmise we should
wante time which the enemy would improve to our disad-
vantage, nnd that would be all. A eompromise, to be ef-
feotive, must b made either with those who control the

rabel army, or with the people first liberated from the
domination of that army by the successes of our army."”

This is perfectly sound and sensible, but it is
just as sound and sensible to say that no * paper
proclamation,” ordcring and declaring slaves in
Richmond or Mcbile to be free, can possibly have
any more cffect than a ““ paper compromise to which
the controllers of Lee’s army are not agreed.” We
do not ask for a “paper compromise,” which the
enemy, as the President well says, “would improve
to our disadvantage.” And our complaint againat
the ¢ paper”” proclamation of freedom is that it is
no whit better in this respeot than a “ paper com-
promise.”” We know the President sees this as
clearly as we do. Utterly powerless as an engine
of war on our side, the proclamation has served
only to distract the coursels and paralyze the en-
ergies of loyal men, while to the enemy it has fur-
nished a magazine of just such weapons as the in-
surgent leaders know how to use adroitly for the
purpose of arraying all classes against the Federal
Government—the slaveholder by pointing him to
the predestined loss of his slave property, and the
non-slaveholder by pointing him to the hateful
prospeet of being reduced to an equality with the
emancipated slave. Thus it is that all ranks have
been banded agaiost us, and so they will remain as
long as this policy lasts,

The insurgent leaders know that the proclama-
tion robs the Fouth of no slave who would not
otherwise be freed by the progress of our arms,
but becauss it is thus harmless to them they do
not furbear to use it as a topic of adjuration and
a motive of alarm. It suits their purposes only
the more perfectly because it is go innoeunous in
point of fact and 8o injurious in point of principle.
They can never enough confess their obligations
10 its mutizora for the “aid and comfort” it has
afforded them, by giviog them new motives and
enlarged means for carrying on their war against
the Government. And we speak advisedly when
we designate the ““authors’” of the proclamation as
being those who are entitled to the gratitude of
the insurgents. For the President is not the ““au-
thor” of this policy. We all know how long he
struggled againat its adoption, and how hesitating-
ly he, even at the last, gave in his reluctant adhe-

~ sion to it. ’

We do not wonder, however, that, having once
entered on this path, he now declines to retrace
his steps in the cyes of the country and the world.
It would be to expect too much of one who has
publicly committed himself to a particular line of
poliey. But it is instruotive to remark that the
President clearly signifies, in his recent letter, that
he has no sympathy with thosn who would con-
tinne the war for the purpose of cmaneipation after
the declared objoct of the war shall have been
resched in a restoration of the Union. To this
effect he snys :

*You tay you will not {ight to free negroes. Some of
ibem seem willing to fight tor you  But no matter ; fight
yuu then exolusively to save the Union. I jssued the pro-
olamntion on purpese to aid you in saving the Union.

he never you ehinil bave conquered all resintance to the
Uniion, it 1 ihall nege you to continue fighting, it will be
Au Apt time then Jor you to deelste you will not fight 1o
free negroes.”

to de-
80

This is an explicit svowal of his purpose to re-
gard the war a5 at an end just s0 soon as all resist-
ance to the Union shall have been eonquered. If
he docs not mean this his language is a juggle of
words, and noue surely will impute to him any
such unworthy concealments of thought. It is
obvious, therefore, that he either expects the war
to last until all slaves shall have been actually
freed in the process of restoring the Union, or is
prepared to accept & restorstion of the Union with
slavery undestroyed in quarters where it has not
been reached by the contactof our armies. In the
former cnse slavery will not have besn destroyed
by the proclamation, but by military oporations;
and on the latter supposition the proclamation will
be equally confessed to have fallen short of its end,
leaving the student of history to wonder, in any
event, why it ever was issued. But when in the
olear light of what was really accomplished by it
all men shall be able to see that, as “a military
measure,”’ the proclamation did nothing for the
Government but very much against it, they will be
only the more ready to perceive the foree of the
¢ pressure’’ under which this paper edict was ex-
torted from one of the most practical and, if left
free to follow his own primary convictions, one of
the most sensible of Presidents.

INDEPENDENT SBENTIMENTS.

The paragraphs quoted below are going the
round of the conservative press uader the cap-
tion of “ Riturning Reason.” Whether they be
the expression of returning reason or unchanged

reason, we are equally bappy to find, emanating.

from authority so high in the Republican ranks,
opinions accordant with what we have felt it our
humble duty to advance, though not, we are sorry
to tay, with the entire impunity which we hope
will attend the utterances of the independent Re-
publican Senator and Republican Herald. There
is an old adage, founded doubtless in the experi-
ence of all countries, but expressed in the homely
phrase of Yorkshire, that “one man may some-
times steal a horse with impunity while another is
hung for looking over the hedge.”

The following are the paragraphs to which we
refer. The first is on po less an authority than
Senator SmERMAN, of Ohio, who, in a speech
made lately at Dayton, remarked :

* A great deal is said about the Presidenl’'s emancipa-
tion proclamation, My idea of it is that this war would

have been prosecuted more succassfully if the President
had not eaid any thing about the negro.”

The following, from the Newburyport Herald,
a Republican paper, is still more significant :

“ Seven-cighths of tha people, sll of them out of New
Eugland, except such as have freshly emigrated from here
and a few red-Republiean Germans, wou!d be in favor of
a restoration of the Union upon tha old basis, leaving all
questions of loeal inatitutions aside, und letting the pun
ishment of the rebel leaders take p'ace under National or
Btate lawe as they have slways exisled. If, therefore, the
opposition should make this the grand 1ssue, they would
force the Republicnns to say yes or no to it. If they as-
sented, the North would be a unit, with the exception of
the abulitionists, who would not earry more than two
States for their theory of subjugation, extermioation, ruin-
ation, and damupation. If, on the olber band, the radicals
should get the ascendancy in tha conventions, and say no
to the proposition for 1estoring the Union as it was, then
they wonld fall into a lesser minority than did tbte Whig
party of 1#02."

While drawing on Republican sources for liberal
gentiments, we will add some expressions of en-
larged patriotism which we recently met with in
the Now York T¥mes, 8 journal which, however
bsund by party ties. gives frequent examples of
independent thought and a comprchensive nation-
ality at variance with the narrow bigotry of the
extremists of its party. We quote from a recent
number of that able journal the following refresh-
ing sentiment, forcibly and eloquently expressed :

« Every thing shows that one united, vigorous, and de-
termined eflort on the part of the Government, backed and
aided by the people, will bring this horrid tragedy to a
close, and givz us back the free, the proud, the glorious
Union of our happier and more hopeful days.”

“ How can any man fit to live in such a land s this
look out upon the dismal ecenes of death and desolation
which the rebellion has caused, and the still more dismal
prospects of disaster aud ruio to the great eause of cwvil
liberty and humasn happiness which the possibility of its

suceess unfolds, without making every prejudice, every
passion, every thought and wish of bis heart subordinate
to the ome great end of restoring the Union, of re-estab-
lishing the full suthority of the Constitution and Govern-
ment of the land, soud of thus renewing that grand career
of uational progress and prosperity? What are party
schemes and party prejects—what are the loftiest per-
sonal nspirations of the most ambitious—what are the
cherished theories of the mostenthurinetic and philsnthropie
of men, hexides the reslization of this geand and beneficent
practical result 7 Give us back the Union that our fathers
died to create, and that so many thonsands of thair noble
eong have ded to save—give us back the Nation as it ence
existed—just and liberal in all ite civil relations, lofty and
imperial in sll its nimea."

MAINE ELECTION.

PortraND, Serr. 15.—We have additional relurns
from thirty six towns which give Coney 1,031 masjority
ngainat 416 last year. :

8o far 2206 towns give Coney 43,934, Bradbury 33,877,
baing n msjority of 15,057, The towns to be heard from
will eonsidersbly increase this m jority.

Full returns from York county give 300 Union majority.
Franklin county gives about 5,000 majority for the Unien
ticket, Oxford about 1,200, and Keonebee, it ia thought,
3,500, The vote ia very close in Lancoln eounty.

By the annexed tabls it will be seen that the Republi-
pans of Muine have uniformly earried the slections in that
Btate sinee the year 1555 The table also shows their
majority in ench year;

Year, Rep. Oj)p, Rep. Maj.
1856 - - - 69429 51,648 17,881
1867 -« - - - . BANO0 42553 11837
1468 . - - 00,762 bl H20 B942
159 - - - - 5700 45,401 11,520
1860 - - - - < (9469 53,008 16,471
1861 - - - - .- 67457 40,482 16,975
1862 - - - 45,534 39,509 6 6525

In the lust nnmed year (1862) there were aboul 7,000
votes givea for Col. Jameson, eupported as “a war De-
moarat,” which, added to the sbove 6,600, make an
nggregats mujority sagainst Mr. Bradbury, the regular
Demoeratie eandidate, of more than 13,000 votes.

LATEST NEWS FROM CHARLESTON.

PROGRESS OF OUR OPERATIONS.

New York, Sgrr. 16 —=The steamer Mary Banford,
from Charleston Bar on the night of the 12th, has arrved.
Bhe has despatehos for the Government and a mail from
the flaat.

Gen. Gillmore was aotivaly engaged erecting batteries
on the upper end of Morris Ialand, austaioing & heavy fire
from Forta Johnson and Moultrie. The rebelh have two
fifteon-inoh guns in Fort Moultrie.

Fort Sumter i entirely silenoed, but the garrison in still
thera and the rebel flag still flying, no attempt having
been made to capture it sinee the repulse of the boat
expedition,

The lealth of the fleet in good. The Monitor Patapsco
has gone to Port Roysl for repair. Commander Ammen
has been appointed ohief of Admiral Dahlgren's staff.

TESTS OF LOYALTY,

It is very evident that Gen. Burnside’s standard
of “loyalty’” fulls far below that ercoted by eer-
tain sclf-styled expounders of civil duty, who
find the highest evidence of patriotism in the un-
conditional support of the Administration, without
regard to the merits or demerits, the advantages
or disadvantages of any particular measure or
line of policy which may be temporarily adopted.
With these time-servers, ¢ whatever is, (officially,)
is right””  Prineiples, motives, results go for
nothing in their caleulus. However clear a man
may be in the advocacy of a prineiple which comes
in conflict with some administrative expedient,
however pure and patriotic may be his motives,
and however cogent he may be in his convietion
that any particular act or course of proceeding
will lead to disastrous results, he is bidden to
ignore his “ principles,” cheok his impelling “mo-
tives,”” and close his eyes to impending “'results,’”
lest in the normal exercise of his intellectnal and
reasoning faculties he may seem to fail in the
function of that perpetual assentation to the wisdom
of rulers, which, a mark of servility in time of
peace, becomes, we are told, the highest style of
patriotism in a time of war.

The patriotic and loyal population of Kentucky
do not so understand their duty or so interpret the
rights of freemen. They canvass the measures of
the Administration with only the more solicitude
beoause issues so tremendons are suspended on the
wise or unwise determinations of our rulers in this
great crisis of the nation’s fate. And we all know
in what sense they have recently spoken, upholding
the Constitution and Government of the country
with a steady and unfaltering hand, but for this
very reason condemning any measure or policy
which seems to them violative of the one or inju-
rious to the other. And it is of such men that
Gen. Burnside, in & recent apeech delivered at
Lexington, did not scruple to speak in terms of
the highest praise and admiration, when he said
that “he had found Kentucky the most loyal
State in his department, and had so reported at
Washington. He had found more strictly loyal
men here than in Ohio or Iudiana, though the
latter was his birth-place.”

We make no such comparisons between the
¢Joyalty” of Kentucky and that of Ohio or
Indiana, but we note this testimony of Gen. Burn-
gide to the steady patriotism of those who are
seen to be none the less faithful to the obligations
of civil duty beeause they are unwilling to adopt
the langnage of flatterers and parasites.

While referring to this subject we wish to
remind our readers that two Conventions have
recently been held by professed friends of the
Administration, with “radical” proclivities, in the
States of Missouri and of Kansas, and that in
both of them the military policy and proceedings
of the Administration in that quarter are arraigned
in terms of great severity and acrimony, and a
change dematded in tones of imperious defiance.
We have waited some time to see whether those
who are so intolerant of conservative dissent from
certain acts of the Administration would have
any thing to say in rebuke of such contumaey
proceeding from radical sources, but thus far we
have waited in vain. Comment is nunnecessary.

SUSPENSION OF HABEAS CORPUS THROUGH-
OUT THE UNITED STATES.

The reader will find in another part of to-day’s
Tatelligencer a Proclamation of the President of
the United Btates, ordering a suspension of the
privilege of the writ of habeas eorpus throughout
the United States, as far as regards a certain class
of cases. This proclamation is issued under the
first scotion of the act of Congress approved March
3d, 1863, “relating to habeas corpus and regu-
lating judicial proceedings in certain cases ”” The
first section of that act is in the following terms :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United Sta‘es of America in Congress assembled,
That, during the present rebellion, the President of the
United btates, whenever, in his judgment, the public safe-
1 i‘: may require it, is suthorized to suspend the privilege of
the writ of habess corpus inany case throughout the Uni-
ted States, or sny part thereof. And whenever and wher-
ever the eaid privilege shall be suspended as aforesaid, no
military or other ¢ flicer shall be compelled, in snswer to
any writ of habeas corpus, to return the body of any per
son or perscns detained by him by authority of the Presi-
dent; but upon the certificate, nnder oath, of the offiear
having charge of any one so detained that such person is
detained by him an a prisoner under suthority of the Pre-
sident, further proceedings under the writ of habeas cor-
pus eball be suspended by the judge or court baving issned

the said writ so long ne said suspension by the President
+hall remain io fores and said rebellion continue.

LATE SOUTHERN NEWS.

Fonrress Mosrog, 8err. 16.—The Richmond Dis-
pateh of to-duy, recsived here, gays;

“ It in reported that there was su advance of the enemy
and an engagement at Culpeper on Sunday last, and s skir-
mish between cavalry near Rapid-Ann Station on Mooday,
without any very definite result. The enemy are crossing
their infantry at Kelly’s Ford, and apparently cantemplate
an advance."

REBEL NEWS FROM CHARLESTON,
CHARLESTON, BEMT. 14.—~The enemy is perfecting ar-
rangements for a permanent oocupation of Morris Island,
erecting lines of telegraph along the whole island, and con
verting Battery Wagner into a powerful work, enlarging
their bomb proofs, &o. They fire upon our boats plying
in the barbor from Battery Gregg.

CHARLESTON, SEPT. 15.—~The enemy is building a tele-
graph from Tybee lsland and Fort Pulaski, slong the
South Carolins coast, to Camming’s Point.

A magaging of ong of our Jamen Island batteries wus
exploded to-day, killing one lieutenant and fiye men.

Anxiely is felt to bear from Bragg.

REBEL NEWS FROM GEORGIA.

ATLANTA, BErT. 14 —Gens. Johostiu aod Forrest
skirmished with the enemy near Dalton o1 Friday. For-
reat was wounded. The Yankees have advanced to Tun-
nell Hill ’

Gen. Wheelor had a skirmish near Lafayetts the same
day. The anemy being too strong, be fell back. A gene-
ral engagement is expected,

Rosecrans occupies Chattanoogs, and il i £ s
Burnside has joinzd bim. o il in repor a

FROM THE SOUTHWHST.

Mempuis, Berr. 13 —The cavalry and mounted infan-
try of the Sixteenth Army Corps, under the direction of
Gen. Carr, at Corinth, bave been netive during the past
week, going as (nr south na the Tallahatehie, and stampod-
ing the rebel cavalry into Grennda and Okolons, Gen.
Carr alno seattered the rebel Rhoddy's forees in the viein-
ity of Jacinto and Rienzi.

The rebels ars reported to have ordered all the eotton
to b destroycd nlong the Tnilshatohie, which the planters
ars endeavoriog to get to the Memphis market,

Rosbel maile have been eaptured, with correspondence
;\;rmh confirms the report what Johnston is rewforciog

:r:lrh-tl foree with artillery in reported to ba moviag in
Upper Arkansas, to interoept the navigation of the Missis-
sippi. They will receive attention,

VIRGINIA ON THE ANXIOUS BEAT,

A friend at Norfolk has kindly sent us sowe re-
cent Richmond papers, including the Enguirer of
the Sth instant, which contains the opening pro-
ceedings of the extra session of the Legislature,
with the Message of Governor LETCHER, commiu-
nieating his reas¢ _Zr summoning a special ses-
sion, and an expesition of the public exigencies
which demanded that measure.

These exigencies are grave emough certainly,
according to the Governor’s admission, and are not
likely to be cured by all the remedies which he
recommends. The exposition serves to disclose
.not only the desperate condition to which the re-
bellion has brought affairs in Virginia, but also
that the Governor occupies at present the most un-
easy spot of an anxious seat. Ile has at no time,
we presume, since Virginia suffered hersclf to be
“ dragged” into the South Carolina conspiracy, cc-
cupied & bed of roses; but now we dare say he
would, if he could speak out, be ready to exclaim,
with the sage of Kinderhook, * our sufferings ds
intolerable.” Yet who can commiserate the dis-
tresses of one whose judgment was not blinded by
his passions, but, knowing better, consented to
drag ruch calamity on his country ?

The debates in the Legislature, however, blaze
with the language of resolution and confidence—a
confilence which can searcely be sincere, and that
sort of resolution, we suppose, deseribed by the
poet as “ gathered from despair.”

The Enguirer itself is, according to its ¢ voca-
tion,” very bold and very defiant, yet admits vir-
tually that the only card left for the Army of the
Potomac is another invasion of Maryland. But we
question if the able commander of that army will
concur in this view. His experience has taught
him, we suspect, that expeditions into Maryland
do not pay.

For the curiosity of our readers we quote a few
passages from the Message of his Excellency of
Virginia.

OPENING REMARKS.

In thie erisis I have deemed it advisable to convene you
in extraordinary aession, in order that the freshiy-chosen
representatives of the people muy consult and devise such
measures 88 Will be calonlated to meet the sxisting emer-
geney in public affairs. The war bas now been in progress
for more then two years and a half, and has besn prose-
cuted sgainet us with a ferocity unparalleled in aﬂ past
struggles between contending parties. It has been con-
ducted upon the avowed Prluciplv of sutj -gating us either
by foree of arma or by visitiog upon our people the hor-
rors of famine. Hence it is that, foiled and defeated sguin
and ngnin upon the field of battle, they have adopted the
pulicy of desolating our farms, destroying our crops, burn-
ing our dwellings, stealing and earrying away our proper-
ty, leaving our wives aod children to perish by the slow
torture ol starvation. It is no longer a war for the preser-
vation of the old Union, as it was originally proclaimed to
be, but it has degeserated into a war for I.gs emuneipation
of our elaves; and this purpose the Administration at
Waughington propose to secomplish, even if the extermins-
tion of the white reee, of all nges, sexes, und eonditions, of
the Southern Confedoracy shall be the result, We have
no alternative, therafoio, but to defeud ourselves with all
the power, energy, and sbility we eqn eommand. We must
suceeed if we would be a iree and mdependent people
wurth!- of the illustrious ancestry from whieh we descend-
od. To succeed we must have union, harmony, evncert,
concilintion, eourage, energy, snd determived resolution
on the part of rulers and people. We must cultivate one
townrds another the noble virtues of prudence, toleration,
charily, and forbearance,

DEFENCE OF THE STATE.

The subieet first in importanee, so far ax the Common
wenlth is concerned, is the best mesns of providing an
adequate foree for the local defence of the State against
invason or raide, and for the execution of the lawe in case
a resort to force shall at any time become necessary, The
entire military foree of the Sinte has been absorbed by
the conseription lnw, sud we are thus left, in & time of
greatest peril, with no militia organization for the defence
of the Commonwealth. ‘This want can ba and must be
nupp]".vd with A little delay as practicable. As to the
plan of ruising this fores, I wn aware there is much diver-
sity of opision. The ‘dnﬂ'erencr. bowever, is reconeiloable,
if the subject is copsidered and discussed in & patriotie
apirit, .

P],l.; s force, Lo consist of all able-bodied parsons batween
the ages of sixteen and sixty, not in the Confederate ser-
vice, be orgasized, corresponding with the forece now or-
ganized in the cities of Richmond, Petersburg, nnd Lyneh-
burg. Let them be regularly eurolled, formed iuto com-
panies, balinlous, and jregiwents, and officered in euch
manner ne will beimost likely to secure eficient, intelli-
gent, and energetic men. They should be drilled at pro-
per iutervals, 8o as to be well iustrueted in the evolutions
and the manusl, and prepared for efficient servies when
evar the necessity shall arise,

The aet should also define what is local defence, as there

ia mueh eonirariety of opinion in regard to it.  Some think
loeal defence conkists in remaining st bome, and under no
circumstances (o be taken out of the city or county in
which the company is organized. This, in my view, is a
most mistaken notion of the meaning of the term ** lneal
defence,” end, 1T it ia to prevail, will work great mischief
and render the organization of Little value in giving protec-
tion to our people. My opinion is, that |? the city of
Richmond can be defended moras certainly fifty miles rom
it than immedintely around it or in it, that loeality is the
proper placo for its defence, and the local militia should
be required to make the defence therd. The officer
charged with the defence of any particular locality is pre-
sumed to be better aequsinted with the mode of defending
it, aud the best point for defending it succensfully, and he
should direet all troops ao as best to secure the end de.
pired ]
The object of such organizations should be to give ade-
quate protection to sil parts of the Commonwenith, We
must not ouly provide for the defence of the counties,
gitioa, and towna by the loeal foreea in and immedintely
wround them, but we must, under the Inw which is pro-
posed to be pnm-_ad. have nuthority to order others from
eontigueus countive to their sid and support. A forep
whose operations is to be confined by eounty, eity, or tuwn
boundsries, ean prove of but little value in checking raids,
or in executing and enforeing obedience to the laws.

This orgavization should be made to embrace the for-
eign population who are loeated amongst us. This for-
eign populstion may be esid to consst of three elneses :
First, those whq bave been regularly naturalized, and who
are therefure citizens embracsd by the laws relnting to
the public delence; second, thoe who are domiciled
amcfiget us_and bave been living in our midst and Prose.
culing various branches of business, and who left their ns-
tive lnnd with no purpose or inteption of returning to it
wnd, Instly, those who are temporarily sojourning imungu
us. ‘The first class are in the servics under our military
lawe, and the second class shou'd he required to go Into
wervies for publie defence of the eoil on which they reside,
The Intter cines, who are scjourners, engaged in no regulnr
husiness, nhnuiq ba exempt. 1 reoommend, therefore, that
in your legislation upon this mhdoet the second olngs whove
referred to shall be clearly and iatinotly embraged,

THE HEFUDIATED CURRENCY.

The General Areembly, at its last session, preseribed that
no Confederate insues of & date anterior to April 6th, 12634,
should be reerived in payment of State taxes I am un-
nble to comprebend either the wisdom or poliey of this
legislation. It is culculsted to impair econfidence in the
currency of the Confedersts Government, and indeed in
almoet the only curreney in circulation in the greater por-
tion of the State. We have no State bauk circulation, we
have no Btate Treasury note cireulation : both of thess de-
soriptions of notes having been boarded aa fast as they
could be collected by moneyed men. The evnsequence,
therefore, is, that the holders of the repudisted Conlede-
rite isaues are driven to the necessity of shaving off those
they have, in order to procure such ns will eoable them Lo
meet the demands of the State,  While it was not the in-
tention of the Legislature to place the tax-pagers in this
condition, such is inevitably the effset.

The only reason I have ever heard assigned in justifiea-
tion of this legislation in, that it was designed to fores
pernone hiolding this currency to fund in Confederate bonds,
and thus retire it from ecireulntion, Congress, feeling the
diffioulty, and desirons to compel the funding, passed an
net which provides that sll potes of issues previons 1o De-
cember lat, 1862, should be fundable in eight per ocut,
bonids, if pressuted by the 2ud day of April, 1863 if not
presented by that day, but pressuted before the 1t of
August, 1863, they were then fundable in seven per cent.
bo «in; and these issues are not lundable st all slter the
Istof August Notes issued slier December 1at, 18062,
are fundnble in seven por cent. bouds until August let,
1863, and after that date in tour per cent. bonds. Notes
in ued nfter April lat, 1563, nre fundable in six por cent.
bonds, if presented in twelve months from \heir s
but if nut 20 presented they are fundablo iu four per cent.
bonds. o
Thin looks to me very much like s repudistion to some
extent of the obligations assumed by th%uurnment i aud

It ig not, therefore, surprising that such legislation should
have ereated uneasiness in the public mind, and aided in
bringing about deprecistion, sud & want of eonfidence in
the u'timaste payment of theas ubligations, Other legisla-
tion on the part of Congress has tonded strongly to pro-
duee the smne conelusion in the publie wind. The mode
in which tsxes are to be sssessed upon credits in cortain
contingeneies may be mentioned as one that tends direetly
to the diseradit ol the curreney. Better far would it have
been to make these issues a legal tendsr in payment of
debte, than to resort to & compulsory proeess like this Lo
furce its recaption by the ereditor ; and whils this is beiog
done, our Legislature is urged to reject the same paper is-
sues in puyment of State texes,

When the Gover t casts picion upon ite eur-
reney, acd the State Governments and the bavks and rail-
road comupanies do the game thing, the people may well
become alarmed. The consequences cannot fuil to be most
disnatrous. We cannot change the setion of Congress,
but we ean remedy the errors of our nwn legislation, and
thus show that we are disposed to upbold the credit and
curreney of the Confederacy.

THE IMPRESSMENT OF SLAVES.

On the 29th of Angust last & requisition was made upon
me by the Becretary of War for 5,340 slaves, to work upon
the tortifications around Richmond. Copies of the papers
are herewith subwitted to your consideration; and I par-
ticularly invite your attestion to the draft made upon the
séveral counties. The spporiionment apon the counties
seews to be entirely arbitrary, and bears very unequally.
Iu eoma cases five per cout. of the slaves is called for, and
in others less than vne per cent. I trust that some amend-
ment will bs made to the law which will afford protection
against euch inequulity. 0

The law requires Lhat * the value of such slaves as may
escape from the Conledernte suthorities nod not retusn to
their owners, or be eeized or be killsd by the public enemy,
or muy, by want of due diligenee on the part of the Con-
foderale Stater, in any wanner be lost to the owners, shall
be paid by the Confederate Stutes to the owners of such
sluves ; and in like manoer compensation shall be made for
any injury to slaves arisivg from the want of due dil'gence
on the part of the authorities of the Confederate States.’
Muny eases of peculinr hardship, srising from the loss of
sluves, have been brought to wy attention, and much com-
plaint has been wade by the owners in consequenee of the
fact that they have not received the value us provided fur
in this set. In several cases the only slave eapable of fisld
labor that the owner posseesed hae been lost, and compen-
sation ot having been mude, has been unable to supply his
plaes, If the value had been promptly paid, the hardship
in such esses would bave been greatly rolieved. 1 invoke
your early attention to this subject, of 80 mueh importance
to cur eomwon constituents.

THE RAILROADS BECOMING DILAPIDATED,

Ihave received a communication from the President of the
Central railroad, enclosiog a report made to him by the su-
perintendent on a subject of great imporéance to the road
and to the State and the Coufederaey. Thn demards for the
tranaportation of passengers and freight over this and the
other railroads of the State bave been very great, and the
ronds bave been severely taxed to meet them, Ko far
they have fully wet the demunds; but it is apparent to
auy person who will pass over them that ¢xtensive repaira
are now much needed, sod must be made, or they will be
broken down and rendered useless. Boesides, greut diffi-
eulty is experieuced in procuring erose-ties and the neces-
sary supply of wood for fuel. Labor is indispensubly
necegsary to relieve themw; and a0 far as legislation can
aid them, 1 am satisfied 1t will be cheerfully extended,

The Central, Orange, aud Alexandria, snd the Virgioia
and Tennessee roads have more to apprehend from raids
than any of the other roads in the Btate; and thia appre.
heneion makes it difficult to proeure labor on reasousble,
or indeed on any terms. The owners of slaves are nnwil-
ling to hire them on these lines, lest they may be seized
and carried off, or may be induced to abseond. Under
theee circumstances, they veiy properly desire that the
subject shall be brought to your attention. ‘1he papars
are herewith submitted ; and 1 trust your wisdom will
enable you to devise some weasure ol relief.

THE TRADERS AND SPECULATORS,

The extortioner is still pursuiog his heartless traffic and
maseing his gains,  The war to him is a God-send, and be
would uot have it terminated for any eartbly considera-
tion. He shares none of its hardsbips—he suffers none of
ita dangrra Mo bas parhaps hiced a substitute, who, for
a peeuniary evnsideration, agreed to be shot w bis place.
Such men are tound every whers throughout the Confede-
racy; and it is time somoething were dobe to put an end to
their mouey-muking busiuess. I bave been iuvestigating
this subject in the hope that I wonld be able to maks some
practical recommendation that would ebeek it it did not
eradiente this evil. In the first volume of the Revimed
Code of 1819, page 551, T find an sct which was pussed in
1777, entitled ** An aet to prevent forestalliog, regratiog,
engrossing, and public dues:” which, with very slight
amendments, would, if re eunoted, check in great measure
this growing evil. 1 invite your attention to it, and re-
commend that some similar act be passed at this session

THE DEBRT OF VIRGINIA.

The finances of tha State are in a highly prosperous con-
dition—mueh more proaperons indeed than could have been
anticipated, under the ewreumwstances which surround ua.
The oumerons demands made upon the tressury bave baen
prompily met sod satisfied. Our revenue is inereasing,
and the people, with that noble spirit which bas ever ehar-
acterized Virginiane, eheerfully pay their taxes, and thus
waintain the credit and nphold the ehnracter of the Com-
monwealth,

I suggest whether it would not be wisa fo dispose of the
interest which the State holds in cur various internal im-
provement companies, under such restrictions s may be
deemed proper, snd apply the proceeds arvising therefrom
tu the paywent of the State debt. We conld at this time
dispose of these stocks to u great ndvantsge; and suech sn
applieativn of the proceeds would reduce the debt to a
eomparaiively sall sum. It ia the part of wisdom to ex-
tinguish our debt as rapidly as possible, sod aoy messure
which will produce this result will grestly incrense pablio
confidence.

Tue total permanent debt of the State is reported to be
FH309,050. This eum includes intersst on the public
debt uncalied for, the greater portion of which is due to
the United States ang ber citizens, $2730921. It in-
cludes also the sum borrowed by us to uid in the prosecu-
tion of the war, and which, by ngreement, is to be refund-
ed by the Confederite Government, amounting to & 500,-°
000 Thess sums, making $11,230 =01, when deducted,
will leave as our Stats debt the sum of $23,164755, De-
duet debt, purporting to be due the literary fund, which
belongs to the State, sod is & debt by mere ficticn of law,
$2,662,691: aud there remains $20.506,007. To pay
which we have available bank stocks belonging to the lite-
rary fund, railroad and otbaer stogks belonging to the in
teronl improvement fund, worth in the market, and from
which ean be realzod ut any tme the State may direct,
the sum of $16.5403.050. ITn addition, the Commonwenlth
#2,540,600 worth of bank stoek, which will readily
cominaud in the market the sum of 3,010,125 leaving
only to be provided for, $943.017.

FROM ARKANSAS.

CinciwnaTi, 8ert. 15.—The Gazette's Leavenworth
despateh says that Gen. Blunt, at the Inst accounta, was
at Fort Gbson, preparing to start for Fort Scott.  In his
recent campaign he marched two hundred and fifty miles
in nine days, tought two batties, and cleared from the
rabels one hundred thousand square miles of territory,
Refugees from the rebel conseription are ecoming into
Blunt's lines by hundrads. Their sulsrings are repre-
sented ns indeseribable. Maore than one hundred Union
men have been shot snd hung at Fort Smith since the re-
bellion began,

Supply traius are runving regularly from Fort Smith to
Fort Blunt,

Fort Smith has been the headquarters for operations
during the winter.

A despateh to the Commercial, duted at Brownaville,
Arkansan, on the 2d instant, suys :

“ Gen. Bteele arrived hers Inst evening. Hia foree will
come up to-dvy. ‘Ihe rebels are in strong position tour
miles this side of Little Rook, with & foroe estimated at
seventeen theusand men and thirty to forty guos.  Kirby
Smith has gove to Red River, lenving Price in command.

The rebel Gon. Marmnduke was wounded in the leg 1o the
recent engagement at Bayon Meteor,”

NAVIGATION OF THE .\IISS-IEEII’}'I.

Camo, SEPT. 15 ~Adwiral Porter has just ariived in
the General Lyon from below. '

Ou the J0:h of Augnst the gunbost Champion was ate
tacked at Murgavio, while eonvoying the Julin, loaded
with troops.  Five bundred guernillas opened fire on both
boata from behind the laves. The troops parsed on, while
the Champicn engaged the rebéls and dispersed them.
Gen, Hercon ia after them with some troops,

The General Lyon found the steamer Ewing sunk off
Plum Point, with a gunbost guarding her.

The stramer Hope canght firn juet below Columbus,
The General Lyon pulled her into deap water to axtin-
guinh the flames, left a guard with her, and eame up for a
gunbont

The General Lyon also brings the news that the Marine
Brigade had captured at Bolivar three rebel prymaatare,
in whore possession was found two millions of dollars.
This sum was (0 be used to pay the troops at Little Rock.

Gen. ROSECRARS writes to the Government that the
rebel conseripts are ronning into bis lines by hondreda,
and desirs to join his rmy. He says in his lotter that
Tennessee in uow more loyal than bis own State of Ohio,

| Republican,

IMPORTANT FROM TENNESSEE.
CAPTURE OF CHATIANOOGA.

THE CONFEDERATES OUTFLANKED AND
THEIR STRONGHOLD EVACUATED.

Lookour VALLEY, TWELVE MiLes BouTH oF
Trenton, (Ga.) September 7, 1863,
The army has erossed the firat ridge’of mountuing south
of the Tennessee River Valley, just west of the Lokout
raoge, in view and as far south as Wioston, which is forty-
five miles south of the river. The enemy has not yet of-
fered the slightest resistance.

There are but three roads over Lookout Mountain be-
tween Chattanoogn and Winston where an army with
baggnge aud artillery can pass—one at Chattanoogas, one
at Johoaton's Creek, eight miles south of Trenton, and the
other st Winston. TIi is thought certain that Bragg, if he
fights ut all, will contest cur passsge at either of these
poiuts. Skirmishiug will probably commenee to-morrow.

The army has endured the fatiguing marches bravely. It
desires nothing better than a fight, as it is tired of racing
after Bragg. If the present bold movement succeeds,
Chattanoogs falls of itsell.

The right of the army now lies less than fifty miles from
Rome. Forage Is plenty in the valley, and the inhabitants
are sick of the war, The slaves have nearly all been run
into the interior.

e
HEADQUARTERS ARMY 0F THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Tr y (Ga.) September 9, 1863

A despatoh just i from the front conyeys the intelligence
that the enemy yesterday began the evacuation of Chatta.
noogn, moving eastward with all their stores and munitions,

I am informed that nothing definite is known in regard
to the operations or position of Burnside at present; but
from the meagre information there is but little doubt that
Eust Teunessee has been totally abandoned by the rebels.

Gea. Crittenden is to-day marching into Chattanooga.
The utmost efforts are being put forth to repair the bridges
destroyed oo the Memphis und Charleston railroad, whick

will soon be in operation. No particulars other than those
are yet known at headquarters.

; CINCINNATI, BEPTENBER 9, 1863,
Semi-official despatches have been received snnouncing
that Gen. Crittenden’s division of Gen. Rosecrans’ army
warched into Chattanooga to-day without opposition. The
enemy evacuated yesterday, retreating south.

—_—

CINCINNATI, SEPTEMBER 9, 1863,

Gen, Bragg has again been obliged to give way to the
superior strategy of Gen. Roseerans, and Chattancogi-~
the last rebel stronghold in Tennessce—was to-day occu-
pied by our forces without a combat. With its fall the
whole of Tennessee is redeemed from rebel rule,

Gen, Rosecrans’ plan of operations waa to hold the enemy
in Chattanooga by demonstrations in its front by one por-
tion of his army, while he moved on their line of commiu-
nication and retreat with the other.

The former movement was to be made by the three di-
visions of Crittenden’s corps and two divisions of Thomas's.
The latter was to be accomplished by a cireuit around the
rebel right by three divisions of MeCook's corps and two
others of Thomas's. The movement was somewhat haz.
ardous, from the division of the army it involved ; but our
great numerical superiority warrauted the risk.

The flanking column erossed the river, over three pon-
toon bridges, on the 24 and 3d instant. The roads across
the first range of mountains on the other side had to be
made practicable, and it was only after immense labor that
our forces renched the valley bordering its southern slopa
ou the Tth.

Gen. Rosecrans establishad Lis headquarters st Tren-
ton, eight miles south of the river, oo the same day, and
reconnoitered the position around Chsttanooga in person.
He was determined to bring matters to an issus without
delay, but bis adversary, parceiving the danger of being
cornered by his flaukisg mareh, abandoned Chattanooga
yesterday. Our loft, under Crittenden, which bad, in the
mesn time, moved up closely to the front of the town,
swung into it this morning,

OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION.

The Government yesterdhy received the first official
information of the fall of Chattanoogs and the occupation
of the place by our troops, in the following despatch :

CLEVELAND, (0.) BePTEMBER 9, 1863,
Epwin M. 8TANTON, SBecretary of War:

The operator at Trenton, Georgia, telegraphs thst Crit-

tenden's division took poassssion of Chattanooga to-day.
ANSON STAGER.
S = (R

SURRENDER OF CUMBERLAND GAP.

CLEVELAND, (O.) SEPTEMBER 10, 15363,

Major Eckerr, Washiogton: The operator at Crab
Orchard states that the line was working to Cumberland
Gap yesterday, but not working at the howr when SBecre-
tary Stanton's message was received announcing the fall
of Chattanooga,

The same operntor states that Camberland Gap surren-
dered to Gen. Burnside yesterday afterncon, st four
o'clock, without firing & gun, We expeet further advices
8000, A. BTAGER.

THE SUCCESSES AT CHARLESTON.

—

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

ForTrESs MOSROE, (VA.) SEPTEMBER 10, 1863,
Msjor Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chi-f:

The stesmer New York arrived this mormng from
Charleston, which port she left at 3 P. M. Tuesday,
Sth instant.

Capt. Chisholm reports that our forces eaptured at Fort
Whgner seventy-five prisoners, twenty-one guns, and a
large amount of orduanes stores,

The rebel flag is still fiying st Fort Sumter, but there
are no guns wounted, and only & very small force remains
thers. : )

Five Monitors aod the Ironsides oogaged Fort Moultrie
and batteries Beauregard and Bee from 5 A. M. till 2. P.
M. on Tuesday, the Sth instant. A shell from one of the
Momtors exploded in the magazine st Moultris. The
southwestern parapet was seriously damaged. by the ex-
plosion, Epwanrp E. Porrer, Chief of Stafl.

] e —
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REPORT OF GEN. GILLMORE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE SoUTH,
Headguarters in the Field, Sept. 7, 1863,

Maujor General H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that Fort Wag-
ner snd Battery Gregg are ours.

Last night our sappers crowned the orest of the coun-
ter searp of Fort Wagner on it sea front, masking all ita
guns, and an order was issued to earry the place by as-
sault, at nine o'clock this morning, that being the hour of
low tide,

About ten o'clock last night the enemy commenced
ovacunting the island, and all but seventy-five of them
wade their escape from Cummiegs' Point in small boata,
Captured despatches show that Fort Wagner was com-
manded by Col. Keitt, of SBouth Carolina, snd garrisoned
by fourteen hundred efloctive men, aud Battery Gregg by
botween one and two hundred.

Fort Wagner is 8 work of the most formidable kind.
Ite bomb-proof shelter, eapable of containing eighteen
hundred men, remains intact after the most terrifia
bombardment to which any work was sver 3
Weo have eaptured nineteen pieces of arti and a
Iarge supply of exeellent smmunition.

Ahe airy and barbor of Charleston are now eompletaly

oovered by my guos. :
I have the honor to be, General, very reapactfully your
- A. GILLMORE,

obedient servant,
Brigadier Genoral scommanding.

' AN INTERESTING LEGAL QUESTION.
“;\ll‘-‘:'“i"::t. _BI:‘:'. ‘IG.—'I_‘ho Commreill Advl:[rﬁlsr

olaim of rebel pi [ voean will sooa
be teated in the Frenoh mzmu the case of the silver
stolen from the ship B. F. Hoxie.

HABEAS COB.PUB.
New Yonk, Skrr. 16.—Some writs of babeas corpun

Wore discharged today under the Fresidost's proclac




